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November !8, 1999

Stein Buer
Col-Fed
14.16 :Ninth St
Sacramento, CA 958i4

Dear Mr.. Buer,

I’m looking forward to our meeting, i was delighted- to learn that you arean engineer,
with similar interests as mystiC, and that you are associated with Col-Fed.

I’ve long been caught up in a "~atch-22" d4~em.ma-whether t~reon-thtue in my quesL ~o
communicate my ideas to people and factions with the knowledge and exper;.ence to
deteru~ine if they ha~. value, and, ff s~, how-to proceed= in-brh-rg~ng them to frttltioe-(xhe
process of ferreting out qualified personnel is tedious and frustrating), or to simply desist
and admit defeat.

My greatest fear is that ottreeosys[ems, not-md3~ ~oeal|y, but-around thelmt4o~ and t-he
globe, will lapse into toxic overload. I fear that we are but one short step beh;nd the Soviet
Union in terms of toxicity. The-Soviets have doue-if~’eparable damage to-their nat¢ral
resources, especially, and most importantly, their water.

Although my ideas may appea~somewhat simpli-stic-in-nature, in that they r~re"low-tech’,
they are desiga~ed to be of relatively low cost financially. I believe their strength lies in the
fact tl~ they a.rebased on renewable-notre, at-resources; Beea~tse of this, i be’tieve they-will
be effective.

My chief area of concern is-the-San Joaqtrln. Delta--its waterways, underground aquifer,
rivers, water supply, water commitments, agriculture, and surrounding cities and
commtmities; We have a sin.all-window of. o~a)ftmaity: no~. Time passes quickly, and
bureaucracies move slowly.

.~ have a firm belief and comeidence-hr ~al-Fed, in its-ab’dlty to emerge victorious-in the
struggle for California’s water’, to demonstrate that it can be done~ ~-qd show how to do it.

I remember my first reaction, many yeacs~ago~ te Rachei C- arson’s Silent Spring. " .... Oh,
that can’t happen here. Maybe that’s someplace back east or somewhere else. But not
here. Not Califo.~ia. Not my-home .... ’s Now, I tbhrk of all the people I know
personally--family members, relatives, friends and acquaintances, who have been stricken
with various l’orms of cancer, or chiidren at’Rioted with learning diso~xtt~-s aud disabilities.
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These genetic interruptious.have h,~en s~clity on.the ~ise. I now know and understa~id
what ~achei Carson was saying.

I often think of Kesterson Wildfire Refuge~ and w_h~ ~happened.to countless.~a~NQwi
because of only one mineral: selenium.

It is frightfully evident that even our best sci~minds d~u’t really know and cao’t
accurately project the long-term effects of some of the noxious chemical mixes already
brewing in and around zzs,

I deeply appreciate the kizzd gestvxe.you.ha~e.macte in Qffering not only to.meet with .me,
but to assist in my travel because of my health. The opportnuity and priv~ege of meeting
with yott far.outweighs auy discomfo~’t_.or_~c~anxenience I n~y suffer. Tlxe_importance, of
the area we will be visiting and what it can accomplish for the Cosumnes and Mokdumne
watershed are uppermost in my mind and heart.

In response to your inquiry about my background: Academic: B.A. from Chieo State in
Art with an English minor, and an elementary teaching.credential. Personal: a voracio~us
appetite for California history, a naturalist since childhood, a deep and abiding passion*for
the land and its wildlife.

F~especffully,
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